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Paul J. M cNulty, United StatesAttorney for the Eastern Didrict of Virginia, announced that
Rajul Ruhbayan, also knownas* Creme’ and “Day-Ja’, age 29, of Suffolk, Virginia, was sentenced
to life in prisoninthe U.S. Didrict Court in Norfolk yesterday on charges of conspiracy, perjury,
subor ning perjury, and witness tampering arising from histrial infedera court in August-September
2000 on drug distribution and five felony firearmscharges. At the conclusion of that trial, thejury
found Ruhbayan not guilty of the felony charges but guilty of two misdemeanor lesser offenses,
conspiracy to possess crack cocaine and possession of crack cocaine.

Ruhbayanwasfound guilty October 27, 2003, by ajury following aweek longtrial oncharges
that he conspired with'Y olanda Goodman and others to present false testimony in the earlier trial .

In February, 2001, Y olanda Goodmanwasindicted by afederal grand jury andin May, 2001,
she pled guilty to obstructionof justice for her part in presenting fal se testimony at Ruhbayan' s 2000
trid in federa court. She was sentenced to 46 monthsin federa prison.

The original federal charges arose when Ruhbayan was arrested by Matinsville, Virgina,
policeafta he and several othersfled from afata shooting in an apart ment complex. The shooter,
who escaped, was a passenger in Ruhbayan’s van. Ruhbayan was arrested, found to possess crack
cocaine and a large amount of money, charged, and released on bond. The Martinsville police
obtained assistance from the Suffolk police in conducting surveillance of Ruhbayan’s residencein
Suffolk. OnApril 14, 2000, Suffolk police arrested Ruhbayan and recovered a loaded 9mm pigol
fromhisvan. Asaconvicted felon, Ruhbayan could not possess afirearm or ammunition. The case
was referred for federal prosecution under Project EXILE. The remainder of the charges were
developed by further investigation by BATF agents and task force agents, Suffolk police, and
Martinsville police.

The evidence in the 2003 trial included numerous letters Ruhbayan had written Y olanda
Goodman in 2000, urging her to get someone to claim the gun found in his van and to work with
several othersto get their stories straight that Ruhbayannever possessed guns and never distributed
drugs. The 2003 jury got to hear the real story of what happened in 2000.

Mr. McNulty stated: "Jugticeis about getting at thetruth. We demand truthful testimony by
al who take part injudicial proceedings. Thiscase demonstratesthe serious consequencesthat result



from lying under oath and tampering with witnesses."

Project EXILE is amulti-agency joint federal and state task force targeting armed
criminals for prosecution in federal court for possession or use of firearms inviolation of federal
laws. Itisapart of Project Safe Neighborhoods, a nationwide effort by the Department of Justice
aimed at reducing violent crimes. Since its inception in Hampton Roads inlate 1997, Project
EXILE hasproduced 711 convictionsand removed 1338 firearmsfrom armed criminds.

The latest charges against Ruhbayan were investigated by BATF agents and task force
agents and prosecuted for the United States by Assstant United States Attorney James A.
Metcalfe.
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